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Why
Venice?
‘Why not?

We are looking for men
and women 20-30 years old to
share their thoughts on
Venice as a place to live and
worIk.

If you grew up here and
want to stay here to work and
raise a family, tell us why If
you moved here from another
part of the country or another
part af Florida, why did you
choose Venice? How about
the job situation? How did
YOU gind your job? If you grew
up here, would like to stay but
cant afford 1w, el us about
that too. Is Venice a good or
bad place to raise a family —
or somewhere in between? If
you plan to leave, do vou plan
to return? Someday? Never?

Call Jennifer Walchok at
207-1102. Leave your name
and contact information such
as phone number or e-mail
address.

The Ritz-Carlton, Sarasolz,
located on the central west
coast of Florida, will be offer-
ing turtle walks again this
summer, giving visitors anid
residents an opporiunity o
learn about environmental
issues and contribute ta the
knowledge of our oceans.

Interested  parties  can
accompany a Mote Marine
Laboratory-trained Ritz-
Carlton employee on a sun-
rise Beach Patrol, in search af
tracks indicating that a nest-
ing sea turtle came ashore the
previous night. The compli-
mentary walks are available to
both puests of the hotel and
the general public Sunday
mornings .through Sept. 25,
Children are welcome but
must be accompanied by a
parent at all times.

The hotel provides a shut-
tle for participating puests
departing from the hotel at
6:45 a.m. Others are asked to
meet at the Morth Lido life-
guard stand on Lido Key at 7
am. to join the walk. No
reservations are required.

According to the Florida
Fish and Wildlife 'Conser-
vation Commission, the
beaches of Sarasota County

have the highest density of | g

loggerhead turtle nesting on
the west coast of Florida, With
sea turtle populations declin-
ing worldwide due to beach
development, commercial
fishi and other human-
related causes, protecting sea
turtles and their habitat is
crucial to their survdval,
During sea turtle nesting
season, staff and volunteers
from  Motes  Sea  Turtle
Conservation and Research
Program patrol the 30 miles of
beach, that includes Long-
hoat Key, Lido Ky, Siesta Key,
Casey Key and Venice. When a

turtle crawl is discoversd, the |-

turtle volunteer gathers loca-
tion information and for-
wards that to a Mote staff
member who then marks the
nest so that it can be moni-
tored until it hatches.

Last wear, 797 nesis were
monitored and an estimated
13 B72 emrg hatched., The
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This years performance
will be the 1l0th annual
Loveland Follies show at
Venice Little Theatre. Thirty-
six  participants  from
Lewveland, a facility that works
with people who have devel-
opmental disahilities or men-
tal retardation, will perform
for Veniee at this year's show

When the partnership first
started, Yvonne Pinkerton
was director of the show. Matt
McCord, an actor in VIT's
2005 production of "To Kill A
Mockinghird,” took over as
director last year, After 10
vears, the show still has stu-
dents from the first show in
14985,

The partnership started
with a special grant from the
Selby Foundation a decade
ago. It was a special grant only
Elm;j; o ?.u innovative part-
nership of two organizations,

This collaboration is noth-
ing shart of pioneering, This
year the title of the program is
"Lights, Camera, Loveland."

Tenth folly in a row
This year's show is a review
of classic movies, hatt

MeoCord, who directed and
scripted last years “As Time
Goes By,”™ directed and script-
ed "Lights, Camera,
Loweland,” as well. MeCord is
one of the volunteers that
meets with the studenis every
Thursday

"We all love the movies
and so we decided to take a
trip down movie memory
lane," MoCord -said: “We
picked songs, dances ang
routines from our favorite
classic movies and put them
together in a film festival for-
mat. The studerts really enjoy
bringing their talent and
enthusiasm to our 10th
Loveland Follies.”

When the show began 10
vears ago, it was an idea to
bring rwo organizations
together and see what the
effects would be,

"It was a challenge grant
oftered to us from the Selby
foundation and Dr, Perkins to
waork with a human service
organization,” Pinkerton said.
“It's very well-supported by
the community and a very
well-respected organization."

In the beginning the pant-
nership was practical, but
since the show is 10 years in
the makimg, relationships
have been formed and lives
have been touched by the col-
laboration.
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RUNMNING: LIGHTNING

STORY BY JEREMY ROTTGEM - STAFF WRITER

ike a developing heart, the partner-
ship between Venice Little Theatre
and Loveland Center is growing

Tim Mahoney practices in his
role as a boxer for the parody
of the movie "Rocky,”

SEASON |15 BACK BE

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS 10E

Tim Hedley jumps in the air for his character during rehearsal,

“Dae of the main factors
woas thatwe would have tohave
something that could happen
during the day because every
might here is busy with
rehearsals for the two stages
and shows coming up; theres
no room,” Pinkerton szid. "So,
wie had o have people coming
in during the day That would
have to be adults.”

Another factor was rans-
partation to and from the
theater. Loveland had the
ahility to supply buses for its
students. There are three
buses that camry all of the
Loveland partcipants over to
the VLT every morning.

Students from Leveland
come o the theater every
Thursday from October untl
May. It gives the students
from Loveland and volun-
teers at VLI a dme to share
their talents with each other
and with the public in the
show :

The Loveland sjudents are
each given challenges with
the show each year and indi-
vidually each student is able
to build upon it Pinkerton
said this makes every year
special,. The  relationships
between the students and
volunteers become more sig-
nificant every vear

In 2004 Arfistic and
Managing Director Murray
Chase sald, "Last year many
of the same performers stood
in the lobby and calmly cri-
fiqued their production,

The most rewarding folly of a]l

That's true growth: the expec-
tation of improvement and
the objectivity to gauge it."
Magic of sharing

"It just such a rewarding
experdence,”  said  Gina
Schonfeld, adult day raining
manager at Loveland. She is
also the choral director for the
show. “We are making a dif-
ferenice to help them be the
best they can be” she said.
"Theres a real depth of car-
ing”

More goes on behind the
scenes than preparation for
the show. The bonding expe-
rience that Loveland and VLT
have created includes time
for celationships and a
chance for closeness between
volunteers and smdents.

“We usually bave a sharing
time before where everyvbody

5L PHOTCE BY JEREMY ROTTGEM
Joey Foglietta chases Becky Holahan around a desk in a parody of 9 tb 5,7

IF YOU GO

WHEN: E . Saturday, June
11 and 2 pom, Sunday, Jumes 12
COST: Tickats are $10.
BENEFIT; Froceeds suppart
Loveland-WLT partnership,
INFO.: Call the box office at
48B8-1115,

can talk about something that
happened to them that day,”
Schonfeld said. “They feel
safe. Whether they fail, there's
somebody there to help them
and give them ap and
support. It is a chance for
them to excel and do their
best, They know that there is

Ar the center, Schonfeld
said whenever theee 15 a break
tme the students want to
practice their songs for the
show. Schonfeld is always
happy to comply.

All year long the smdents
of Loveland practice and
learn from VLT volunteers.
The special part is how each
person, in tum, affects each
other. There is a huge list of
changed lives involved with
the project.

Debra Jacobs, president of
the Selby Foundation, said
the parmership between the
two organizatons is really
something to be admired.

"The magical thing is how
the actors and aciresses

thevolunteers," Jacobs
said. "Parmerships between
human services and arts orga-
nizations demonstrate the
power of arts 1o change lives.
Often the lives of those work-
ing with the smdents of
Leveland expetience personal
growth as much as the s-
dents. There is nothing like the
discipline of rehearsal and
practice to create the magic of
theater.”



